CHAPTER VIII
ALLIANCE AND ENTENTE

WHEN QUEEN VICTORIA died on 22nd January 1901, the Prince was
fifty-nine years and two months old.   He assumed the title of Edward
VII., a style somewhat criticised in Scotland where there had never been
an Edward VI.   He was, with the exception of William III. probably the most
mature and experienced Prince to ascend the English throne ; and he found a
formidable list of problems for his ministers to deal with.

Most of the problems, as it seemed, concerned external affairs. At the time
of King Edward's accession the Anglo-Boer War which began in 1899 was not
yet over. Negotiations, with a view to an Anglo-German alliance, which had
been going on intermittently for two years, were coming to an unsatisfactory
end. The British and French Governments and their peoples had been involved
in 1898 in an acute controversy over the possession of a place on the Upper
Nile called Fashoda. This matter though settled now (the French abandoning
an untenable claim) was not forgotten. The Far East had been disturbed first
by a Sino-Japanese War in 1896 and then by a " Boxer " revolt in China,
when the Legations in Peking were besieged and were relieved by an international
expedition (1900).

The domestic situation, however, had a placid appearance. The old
Queen's peaceful death was like a quiet, mellow sunset. People still remember
the occasion ; the hush that fell upon the land, the absence of criticism of the
Queen, the unusual, genuine expressions of regard, all classes united in sym-
pathy at this quite touching end of the long reign of a familiar, historic
sovereign. The country had advanced in prosperity, in the arts and crafts, in
industry and commerce, in the art of living. The latter half of the Victorian
Age was a Golden Age, of peace and plenty and high, if not the highest,
intellectual achievement. King Edward VII. might expect a continuance of
the halcyon period. As a matter of fact it ended with the nineteenth century;
the new century was soon to develop troubles in England, and all over the
world.

It was- expected that as " a man of the world succeeding a recluse/' King
Edward would revive the power of the Crown ; but this did not happen. " The
King exerted not more but less authority than his mother." l Queen Victoria,
though she kept in the background, was tireless in reading official papers and
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